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APPENDIX 3
RESULTS OF INITIAL CONSULTATION ON OPTIONS

As part of the process of stakeholder involvement in shaping the Core Strategy
proposals, a range of groups and organisations was consulted in January and
February this year on potential spatial objectives and policy approaches.

The basis for this consultation was the ‘Initial Consultation on Options’ report that
Cabinet considered on 16 December 2004 (all or parts of which were circulated to
the consultees, as appropriate to their main interests). This was supported by a
draft of the sustainability appraisal Scoping Report, the findings of the Initial
Sustainability Appraisal and the background paper on the settlement hierarchy.

Consultees included statutory agencies and service providers; the County, Town
and Parish Councils (for whom special seminars were arranged); neighbouring
authorities; and groups representing local business, community and
environmental interests. The options were also considered by Overview &
Scrutiny Panel (Planning & Finance) on 8 February, and by Development Control
Panel on 9 February. In addition all Members were invited to comment on an
individual basis.

Responses were received from 44 groups and individuals. A summary of their
comments is attached; this also indicates suggested responses on behalf of the
Council, in terms of whether changes to the draft objectives, policy approaches or
sustainability appraisal appear to be merited. Where such changes are required,
they have been incorporated in the Preferred Options Report circulated as
Appendix 1 to this agenda item.

The settlement hierarchy attracted most interest, with arguments being made for
a limited number of villages to be accorded a different status to that suggested by
the background paper on settlement hierarchy (including Brampton, Kimbolton,
Little Paxton, Somersham and Stilton). However the suggested hierarchy (which
has been carried forward into the Preferred Options Report) is based upon a
careful application of the criteria set out in the Structure Plan and emerging
Regional Spatial Strategy. If the hierarchy is to prove robust and an effective
means of steering development to the most sustainable locations, it is important
that a consistent and objective approach is taken. As the background paper
explains, the categorisation carries no implication that a particular level of growth
will be directed to certain settlements, but it does suggest a logical set of priorities
(starting with the Market Towns) that can be used when the Council comes to
consider allocations.

The views of Overview & Scrutiny and DC Panel are not included in the schedule,
but the key points arising from the Minutes are as follows:

* Both Panels expressed strong support for the suggested approach to
securing an improved mix of market housing (policy area H4)

* DC Panel suggested that the text supporting H5 (alteration or replacement of
existing dwellings in the countryside) indicate that any replacement property
should be on a site identical to the original. Such wording has not been
added at this stage, as in some situations opportunities may exist to lessen
the environmental impact of an isolated dwelling should redevelopment be
proposed.
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DC Panel also suggested that further consideration be given to H9 and H10
(which concern retirement housing and nursing/care homes), in relation to
where such development might be allowed. The text of these policy
approaches has been clarified in the Preferred Options Report to make clear
their scope and purpose, but not to allow retirement housing on a significant
scale within smaller settlements (unless it were specifically for local elderly
people in housing need, in which case provision could be made via the
‘exceptions’ policy H8). Other than limited ‘infilling’, general market housing
in smaller settlements, even if limited to the over 55s, would not be
appropriate in the context of national and strategic planning policies, and
efforts to limit the need to travel and improve access to services.
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